48                             RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER
that on this occasion, Shivaji was resolved to make his peace with
the Emperor at any price. A truce was accordingly arranged.
Twenty forts were made over into the Moghul charge, while twelve
were retained in the hands of Shivaji's commanders. A Council
of Regency was formed of his three most trusted advisers with
Jijabai at its head, and Shivaji entered the Moghul service, and
marched, with Jayasingh as his companion, against Bijapur. Later
on, when assurances of personal safety had been obtained, Shivaji
went with his son and a considerable body of horse and Mavlis
to Delhi, where he was received by the Emperor rather coldly,
and he soon found out that he had made the only great mistake
in his life. The stratagem by which he escaped is too welt known
to need detailed repetition here. But it showed Shivaji at his
best in the resourcefulness with which he could surmount obstacles,
and it also signally tried the devotion of his followers. He reached
his country ten months after he had left it, and found everything
just in the condition in which he had left it. This visit to Delhi
represented the first great crisis in Maratha history. The Moghui
armies occupied the plains and the forts; Shivaji and his son were
prisoners in Delhi; and yet there was not a single person who
proved traitor to his country or joined the enemy. The govern-
ment was carried on as if nothing had happened. Everybody re-
mained firm at his post, and when the news arrived that he had
escaped from Delhi and returned home, it spread like wild fire,
and the war was recommenced with greater ardour and vigour
than before. Fort after fort^was beseized and reconquered. Moro-
pant Peshwa had in fact, even before Shivaji reached Ms
native land, taken advantage of the recall of Jayasingh to seize
the forts north of Poona and a greater portion of the province of
Kalyan. The Emperor sent a third army under his son with
Jaswantsingh, the Rana of Jodhpur, in place of Raja Jayasiagh as
commander. The emperor's son was appointed Viceroy of the
Deccaa, and his first act as Viceroy was to conclude an arrange-
ment with Shivaji with the consent of his father. Under this arrange-
ment, Aurangzeb granted the title of Raja to Shivaji, and gave a
m^sofr to SMvajfs son of five thousand horses, and a Jahagir to
Shivaji himself in the Berars in lieu of his claims over Junnar and
Almednagar, The old Jahagir districts of Poona, Chakan, and
Sripa were also restored back to him, with the exception of
Siniagad and Purandar. By this arrangement, Shivaji became a
aofofe of the Empire, and engaged to serve the Emperor with a
considerable body of horse, who were stationed near Aurangabad
mkler the charge of Prataprao Gujar. This arrangement lasted for
two years, till the war with Bijapur carried on by the Moghul